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President in the exercise of the pardoning power may limit
or make conditions, and, while granting life and liberty to
traitors, deny them the right of holding office or of voting.
While, however, he can exclude traitors, can he legiti-
mately confer on the blacks of North Carolina the right to
vote? I do not yet see how this can be done by him or by
Congress.

This whole question of suffrage is much abused. The
negro can take upon himself the duty about as intelligently
and as well for the public interest as a considerable portion
of the foreign element which comes amongst us. Each will
be the tool of demagogues. If the negro is to vote and ex-
ercise the duties of a citizen, let him be educated to it. The
measure should not, even if the government were empow-
ered to act, be precipitated when he is stolidly ignorant and
wholly unprepared. It is proposed to do it against what
have been and still are the constitutions, laws, usages, and
practices of the States which we wish to restore to fellow-
ship.

Stanton has changed his position, has been converted, is
now for negro suffrage. These were not his views a short
time since. But aspiring politicians will, as the current
now sets, generally take that road.

The trial of the assassins is not so promptly carried into
effect as Stanton declared it should be. He said it was his
intention the criminals should be tried and executed before
President Lincoln was buried. But the President was
buried last Thursday, the 4th, and the trial has not, I
believe, commenced.

I regret they are not tried by the civil court, and so ex-
pressed myself, as did McCulloch; but Stanton, who says
the proof is clear and positive, was emphatic, and Speed
advised a military commission, though at first, I thought,
otherwise inclined. It is now rumored the trial is to be
secret, which is another objectionable feature, and will be
likely to meet condemnation after the event and excite-
ment have passed off.